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	Workplace Health and Safety Induction 
for community environmental groups
Bushcare volunteers
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A Workplace Health and Safety Induction is an essential component to inducting new volunteers to a bushcare site.  This checklist provides a basic overview of the bushcare site and tasks being undertaken, along with potential risks and strategies for working at your bushcare site.   These risks should be explained to new volunteers along with any mitigation strategies used at your site.

	Topic 
	Yes/No/ Comments

	Orientation to the worksite – including nearest toilets, drinking water, and nearest medical facilities (Address and phone number: ________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
	

	Explanation of the work tasks
	

	N4C WH&S Policy – advise that a policy is available
	

	A Risk Assessment for the site has been undertaken – discuss the relevant risks from those listed below.
	

	· Hazards relevant to the site e.g. plants, wildlife, terrain (trip hazards)
	

	· Fire ants
	

	· Working alone or in remote areas
	

	· Working near water
	

	· Extreme weather events or other weather events
	

	· Existing medical conditions
	

	· Manual handling: lifting; using tools safely.
Provide instruction on safe use of tools needed on the day.  
	

	· Hazardous substances including herbicides.
	

	· Equipment storage – in vehicles and on site
	

	· Driving on site
	

	· Working on or near roads and shared paths
	

	· Aggression from members of the public
	

	· Uncontrolled removal of trees
	

	· Working at height 
	

	· Encountering/removing waste on site
	

	· Sewerage outlets and overflows
	

	· Underground infrastructure – electricity and gas
	

	· Other relevant risks to site - note them

	

	Explain that injuries and incidents will be reported and investigated to improve safety procedures.
	

	First Aid – location of facilities and identification of first aiders

	



DISCLAIMER:  The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of January 2024. However, because of advances in knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that information upon which they rely is up to date and to check currency of the information with the appropriate officer of QWALC or the user’s independent advisor.
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	Landcare in a Box: was an initiative in 2016 of the National Landcare Network resourced by Landcare NSW and funded originally by NSW DPI.
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